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Synopsis

Herpetology, Fourth Edition, explains why amphibians and reptiles, which are distantly related
evolutionary lineages, are nonetheless grouped in the discipline known as herpetology, and
describes the position of amphibians and reptiles within the evolution of vertebrates. Initial chapters
present the fossil history of amphibians and reptiles and the phylogenetic relationships of extant
groups, with descriptions of the biological characteristics of each family and photographs of
representative species. The phylogenetic and biogeography chapters have been extensively revised
to incorporate the most recent molecular phylogenetic information, including extensive discussion of
the expanding field of phylogeography. Subsequent chapters consider amphibians and reptiles from
morphological, physiological, ecological, and behavioral perspectives. The book concludes with a
discussion of the threats facing amphibians and reptiles and approaches to conserving
herpetological diversity.Herpetology, Fourth Edition, serves as a textbook for undergraduate and
graduate-level courses and as a comprehensive source of information about amphibians and

reptiles for professional biologists, hobbyists, and interested laypersons.
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Customer Reviews

"This book includes a nearly complete overhaul of the systematics sections (including new
distribution maps) to reflect numerous recent revisions. Where taxonomic incongruence or
controversy exists, recent alternative hypotheses are reported, emphasizing the complexities of

phylogenetic inference and persistent knowledge gaps rather than misleading the uninitiated reader



with single, arbitrarily resolved trees. Those familiar with previous editions will be immediately taken
by the artistry of the images, both the extensive use of color photographs and the masterfully
redrawn illustrations and data figures, which capture many fascinating aspects of the lives of our
favorite animals. Instructors, and especially the current generation of herpetology students, will
welcome the online supplemental materials, which include links to websites with herpetological
information, videos, and news stories relevant to each chapter." --Robert E. Espinoza, California

State University, Northridge
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received his PhD in 2008 from the University of California, Berkeley. Dr. Brandley studies the
phylogenetics and morphological evolution of vertebrate animals, especially lizards and snakes. He
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It's a pretty good book. | don't like the lack of a glossary in the back.

the book was totally neww!!!! received as expected!!

Arrived right on time. Very good quality book.

Great great book! One of my college textbooks that | actually read and enjoyed! Will be keeping this

onel!

It's certainly not complete or perfect, and as a reviewer notes, contains some omissions and errors.
However, while a textbook should strive to be as good as possible in those areas, it's no substitute

for the primary literature in peer-reviewed journals and shouldn’t be viewed as such, and instead



should be seen as more of a conceptual introduction, in which | feel it does well. It avoids the
tempting parade-of-taxa style, and instead focuses on the important concepts uniting reptiles and to
an extent all animals, such as osmoregulation, feeding, locomotion, reproductive strategies, etc.The
section dealing with my primary focus, locomotion, is rather sparse, and contains some outdated
information, but nothing that can’t be corrected with a quick read through the literature. With any

luck, my own work will be in the next edition.

Written really well! Easy to read!

Sorry it took me so long to do this, but i absolutely loved the book. It was in great condition and
arrived promptly. Thanks you for the great services and product, it is greatly appreciated, especially

when it helped me get an "A" in my Herpetology class!

Amazing book! Every herpetologist, beginners and advanced should have it.
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